IX.

Ministry to Youth

Ministering to Youth (the term ‘youth’ is hereinafter defined as anyone under the age of 18) carries with it added practical and legal concerns.  The following standards are designed to protect both the youth and the Member Ministry, and to help foster effective, ethical and legal ministry.  These standards may or may not be ‘legal’ requirements for people outside the Exodus Ministry Network.  YOU MUST INQUIRE AS TO ANY STATE REQUIREMENTS THAT MAY EXIST FOR THOSE WHO WORK WITH YOUTH AND COMPLY WITH SUCH REQUIREMENTS. IN THE EVENT THE FOLLOWING STANDARDS CONFLICT WITH STATE OR FEDERAL LAW, STATE OR FEDERAL LAW OBVIOUSLY TAKES PRECEDENCE. However, these standards are absolutely mandatory for any Member Ministry that performs any ministry whatsoever for people under the age of 18.  It should be noted that while the following standards apply particularly to youth, Member Ministries that minister to youth are also bound by the other standards contained in this document.  

A.
Parental Consent:  Parental consent must be obtained prior to any involvement with a youth. 

B. Release from liability:  Member Ministries must obtain a release from liability, signed by the parents, prior to any ministry involvement with a youth. 

C. Confidentiality Agreement:  Each Member Ministry that ministers to youth must have a policy in place addressing the issues of confidentiality and parental rights.  This confidentiality agreement must be signed by the youth and by a parent prior to the youth’s involvement in the Member Ministry.  Sample confidentiality (and Parental Rights) agreements are available from your Regional Representative.  

D. Criminal Background Checks:  A criminal background check must be conducted on anyone working directly with youth under the authority of the Member Ministry.  If the background check reveals sexual misconduct of any kind, or any felony conviction, such person shall be absolutely prohibited from having direct contact or interaction of any kind with the youth.  

E. Group Participation:  Under no circumstances are youth to be included in small accountability/support groups containing men or women over the age of 18. Youth are to be included only in small accountability/support groups containing other youth.  Mixed ages in large teaching times or worship are appropriate as long as an approved leader is assigned to the youth and they are seated together without interactivity with older participants.  Younger adults working with youth will be considered on a case by case basis.

F. Group Boundaries:  Member Ministries must draft and implement boundaries for group and other ministry to youth.  Topics for such boundaries include, but are not limited to, dress codes, activities in gay establishments or sponsored by gay persons/organizations, exchange of contact information, meetings outside of group time, etc.  Any youth participating in the activities of the Member Ministry must sign a copy of the boundaries policy prior to their involvement.

G. Failure to meet any of the above standards constitutes cause for the immediate suspension of the Member Ministry.

